Tom: Yesterday at my Japanese family's house, we had Mamemaki. We shouted, "Fuku wa uchi! Oni
wa soto !" and threw *beans.

Mr. Yokota: Did you enjoy it?

Tom: Yes, | did. What does "Fuku wa uchi! Oni wa soto!" mean?

Mr. Yokota: Well, we hope good *luck comes in and bad luck goes out by throwing beans. Oni was like a
*monster in old Japanese stories. Now it means bad luck.

Tom: Oh, | see. We have a monster in our old stories, too. After we threw the beans, we ate them.
My Japanese father (to / me / eat / told ) sixteen beans. Why did he say that?

Mr. Yokota: An old story says that you will be fine all year if you eat *the same number of beans as your
*age during Mamemaki.

Tom: Good luck beans for me!  ( ) did Mamemaki begin in Japan, Mr. Yokota?

Mr. Yokota: | hear it began about six hundred years ago.

Tom: It has a long *history, doesn't it? Do you have Mamemaki on the same day every year?

Mr. Yokota: We have Mamemaki on the day of Setsubun. Setsubun is the day before Risshun. Risshun
means the first day of spring. It is on February fourth this year. Do you have a day for the
*beginning of spring in your country, too, Tom?

Tom: We have *Easter in spring. It is one of the most important *festivals to us. We feel spring has
come when we eat *Easter eggs.

*( ) bean(s) luck monster the same as... ... age history

beginning Easter ( ) festival(s) Easter egg(s)
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(a) Did Tom enjoy Mamemaki at his Japanese family's house yesterday?
( ), ( X ).
(b) How old is Tom?
He is ( )¢ X )
(c) When did Tom have Mamemaki this year?

On ( X ).

4 2
Mr. Yokota threw beans and ate them with Tom yesterday.
Tom was very happy to throw beans at school.
Mamemaki began about six hundred years ago in Japan.
Tom is happy because he ate sixteen good luck beans during Mamemaki.

Tom feels summer has come when he eats Easter eggs.

(5) ( )
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(1) told me to eat

(2) When
(3) (a) Yes he did
(b) sixteen years old 16 years old
(c) February third February three
4

February 3

(5) ( ) We have Oshougatsu in January. We have omochi. Children are given Otoshidama during

Oshougatsu.
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