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"How do I look? I love this yukata," Cathy said to Saki’s mother. "You look great in that yukata,

Cathy," said Saki’s mother and then looked at her *daughter. "Oh, that’s too short for you, Saki.
Last summer, when you *wore that same yukata, it looked a little longer. (DI'm surprised, " said
Saki’s mother.

"Mother, please buy a new one for me because this yukata is too short for me now and I wore it to
last year’s Bon Odori..." said Saki. Saki’s mother smiled at her daughter and said, "Wait, Saki. You
still look nice in that yukata . You *don’t have to get a new one. [ A I" Cathy was surprised
to hear that and she asked Saki’s mother, "Wow, can you do that?" "Of course I can. My mother,
Saki’s grandmother, *taught me how," answered Saki’s mother. "That’s wonderful. Can you tell me
more about it?" asked Cathy.

"Well, Saki’s grandmother *was good at making and *repairing kimonos. When I was young, I wore
Saki’s yukata and yours. Saki’s grandmother made them for me about thirty years ago. Japanese
people *would repair old things a lot and use them again and again. But today, many Japanese
people think that @new things are better than old ones . At *rubbish collection points, you will find so
many things. But you can still use them."

When Saki’s mother said this, Cathy began to talk about life in her country. "In my country, old
things are better than new ones. One example is a house. 0ld houses are sometimes more popular
than new ones. Our house is about one hundred years old. My father and I have often repaired it, so
now we enjoy living in the house very much. Here’s another example. My father’s *coat is
twenty-six years old. He says that the coat is very *special for him because it was the first present
from my mother. Both of my parents were twenty then. Now the coat is a little old, but he doesn’t
*care because he loves it so much. I'm very happy to have him as my father. Using old things for a

long time is important."

3@"Well,... Mother.,... if you have some time after dinner, can you teach me *how to repair the

yukata?' When Saki said this to her mother, Cathy shouted, "Yes, Saki, let’s try! Let’s learn it from
your mother together. If you repair the yukata very well, you can give it to your daughter in the
*future. Isn’t @that great?" "And my future daughter can also wear the same yukata to the Bon
Odori we are going to. That’ll be wonderful," said Saki.

"OK, girls. I like your idea, but before that, let’s finish making dinner together. Will you help
me?" Saki’s mother asked. "Yes, mother. I'm so hungry and I can’t wait," said Saki.

They all laughed and moved to the *kitchen.
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7 T'll make a delicious dinner in a few minutes.

A T'll show you *how to make a delicious dinner. *how to make : fEV J7

7 T'll show you a new yukata. I bought it yesterday.

T TI'll *make the yukata longer after dinner. *make the yukata longer : WK% £ < T5
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(1) When did Saki’s grandmother make the yukatas for Saki’s mother?

(2) How old was Cathy’s father when he was given his special coat?
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Cathy’s mother:
Cathy:
Cathy’s mother:
Cathy:
Cathy’s mother:

Cathy:

You say that you [ (1) ] the Bon Odori a lot. Why?

Because I wore a very pretty yukata to it. I liked that yukata very much.
Whose yukata was it? Did Saki’s parents buy a new one for you?

[(2)] Tl show you the pictures of that day. Here you are.

Oh, that’s beautiful and you look nice. You and your father love old things.
Well, I have an old watch which I used during my school days. It needs repairing
a little, but it’s a very nice watch. T’ll give it to you [ (3) ].

Of course. Thank you, mother.
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(2) 7 Yes, they did. They were so kind.
A Yes, they did. And they also bought another one for Saki.
7 No, they didn’t. I borrowed an old but nice yukata from Saki’s mother.
T No, they didn’t. I borrowed Saki’s yukata which was new but short for me.

(3) 7 whenIbuyit A if I need it 7 when you have it T if you want it
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