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Last week I went shopping to get a *yukata for my sister’s birthday present. She
always wanted me to send something Japanese.

I went to some *kimono shops, but I could not find any *yukatas. At the last shop, I
asked a *clerk about it. “We are very sorry, but we do not have any yukatas because it is
October now. A yukata is for summer.” It was new to me. Then, she showed me many
different things in the shop. But I don’t want them. So I said to her, “Please give me
an idea about a popular birthday present for your friend in Japan.” She gave me some
1deas.

When I was going *out of the shop, the clerk called me. I looked at her and she had
something in her hands. She said, “This is the yukata I bought for my mother, but I
want to give this to you for your sister.” I was very surprised and said, “Thank you, but
it 1s too much for me.” The clerk said, “When I was a high school student, I stayed in
Australia. The people there were very kind to me. So, I want to help you now. I hope
you will help someone *in return. Please do not stop this *chain of *kindness.” “Thank
you very much for the wonderful present and the words.” I left the shop and asked
*myself, “How can you show kindness to the people around you?”
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1 Why did Mr. Brown want a yukata for his sister’s birthday present?

2 Why was Mr. Brown very surprised?

3 Why did the clerk say “So, I want to help you now”?
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1 Please give me an idea about a popular birthday present for your friend in Japan.

2 How can you show kindness to the people around you?




