RERXHME  PEFE K4

study-x.com

IRDOKIFHED L Z AT, & DFRNTE 2 &,

Yukie and Haruto are Japanese high school students. They teach Japanese as volunteers to foreign

people who
break.

live in Tokyo. Robin is from America and Ailing is from China. Now they are *taking a

Robin : Thank you very much for your help, Yukie and Haruto. You're very good teachers for us.
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Yeah, *thanks to your help, my new life in Tokyo is easier.

We're very glad to hear that.

You're welcome, Robin and Ailing. It's also a good chance for me to practice speaking
English. *Just as English is not easy for me, I think Japanese is hard for foreign people.

Yes. I've lived here in Tokyo for more than three years. So speaking Japanese and
understanding spoken Japanese are not so difficult for me now. But reading and writing
Japanese are still hard. There are three kinds of *characters in Japanese.

Do you mean hiragana, katakana, and kanji?

(1)That's right. And many kanji are read in two or more ways. It's very hard for me to
learn how to use kanji.

(2)I understand, Robin. In English, only the *alphabet is used.

Ailing, you use only kanji in Chinese, right?
Yes. We use only kanji when we write in Chinese. So students in China have to learn a

lot of kanji.

(3)I can *imagine that is very hard. I'm not good at learning kanji.

Are loanwords also written in kanji in Chinese, Ailing?

Loanwords? What are they?

Well, loanwords are words taken into one language from another language. 1 think
katakana is very useful for writing loanwords.

(4)I see. Thank you, Robin. There are many loanwords in Japanese. We usually use
katakana when we write them in Japanese. I've never thought about how *convenient
katakana is. Oh, I'm sorry, Ailing. What about loanwords in Chinese?

We also have loanwords in Chinese. When we write them in Chinese, We use kanji that
have *similar *pronunciations or *suitable meanings.

Similar pronunciations? Tell us more, Ailing.

OK. For example, the word “*Olympic" is written like this.

BARPE T

Wow, that's very interesting! How do you *pronounce it?

We pronounce it “*Aolinpike."

(5)It really sounds like Olympic!

Then what about this?

JEER
Foot and ball? Oh, that's football, or soccer!

That's right. This is an example of using a suitable meaning.

Wow, that's very interesting. Learning languages is really exciting.
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Robin : (6)Learning a foreign language is learning about a country's culture, too.

Haruto : T agree. OK, everyone, let's start again.
Everyone: OK. Let's.
(%) take a break {KE9 5 thanksto ~ ~DENIF T justas ~ ~ThH D L 91T character LF
alphabet 7/ 77X I imagine 8%+ % convenient {#f]72 similar LTV %
pronunciation ¥# suitable 5P LV Olympic 4 U > ¥ >~ 27 pronounce 353 5
Aolinpike 74V > &7 (FEEZETOHRTE)
(1) (DThat's right. DNEZ RO L HICEEXRTLETIUE, OHFIS,TOEREZAND DR LD,
For me, reading and writing Japanese are hard because
7" many kanji are read in two or more ways
4 there are three kinds of characters in Japanese
7 I have lived in Tokyo for more than three years

T T have never learned hiragana, katakana, or kanji

(2) 21 understand, Robin. DNEEZHKH L EL TWDDIT KD H BT END,
7 Reading and writing Japanese are not easy for foreign people like Robin.
4 Many foreign people who live in Tokyo are not so good at learning Japanese.
7 Learning kanji which are read in two or more ways is not hard for Japanese people.

T Speaking Japanese and understanding spoken Japanese are not so difficult for foreign people

like Robin.
(3) (3)I can imagine that is very hard. %,k ® X 9 IcEX KT LT, O, ED XS 155
ANILD DD XN,
I can imagine it is very hard to so many kanji.

4) WIsee. PNEHEHL LIS ELTWBEDIX KD H BT END,
7 Loanwords are also written in kanji in Chinese.
4 Robin thinks there are many loanwords in Japanese.
7 Words we take from foreign languages are called loanwords.

T When we write loanwords in Japanese, katakana is usually used.

(5) (5)It really sounds like Olympic! & & 5,2 D & & D Yukie DEEF 2RO X D (ZEEXET LT,
_ OFIFDOENE AND DD LD,
Yukie was
7 sad because she didn't know how to say “Olympic" in Chinese
4 glad because she learned the way to write “Olympic" in Chinese
7 happy because she learned a lot of examples like “Olympic" from Ailing

=T surprised because the Chinese and English pronunciations of “Olympic" were similar
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(6) (6)Learning a foreign language is learning about a country's culture, too. % KD X H IZEEET L
FHUE, OIS, TOENEAND DR LD
When we learn a foreign language,
7" we also have to think about our own culture
A foreign people can learn Chinese culture, too
7 we can also understand part of another culture

=T foreign people living in Tokyo will be happy, too

(7) DT, Haruto WRFEDIRETITo T AE—FO—HThH D, (A KO (B) OFIZENZENAD

R OMAEDEE LTIELWS DL, FD 9 HTIEENLD,
I sometimes teach Japanese to foreign people who live near here. I can learn many interesting
things through this experience. Have you ever thought that (A) is convenient? We can
write loanwords in it. But in Chinese, only kanji is used. When Chinese people write
loanwords in Chinese, they use kanji that have similar pronunciations or suitable meanings.
For example, “/ZEK." Thisis an interesting example of using (B) . Can youimagine what
this means? It means “soccer." I teach Japanese, butIlearn alot. Thank you.

7 (A) katakana (B) a suitable meaning

4 (A) hiragana (B) a similar pronunciation

7 (A) hiragana (B) a suitable meaning

=~ (A) katakana (B) a similar pronunciation
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