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When I was in the sixth grade in elementary school, my father visited Japan and D(buy) a

book about Japan for me. It was @(write) for foreign people. It taught me about Japanese life,

history, culture, language [ @ ].

There were many pictures in the book, and I thought Japan was a very beautiful country. It
was fun to read the book, and it made me interested in Japan and its culture. I wanted to visit
Japan then.

I came to Japan last @August. I've ®[(7)about/(1 )Japan/(7)learned/(=)many/(4)since

/(F7)things] Icame here. I was very lucky to have a chance to learn about kyogen at school.
I'd like to talk about it today. Kyogen is one of the traditional arts in Japan. It’s comedy that
Japanese people have performed since the Muromachi era. In September, kyogen actors visited
our school. First, Mr. Suzuki, one of the kyogen actors, told us about the history of kyogen.
He also explained what they wear and what they use when they perform kyogen. Then he
explained the story to us and performed kyogen with the other members. It was the first time for
me to watch kyogen. I could not understand their lines well [ ® 1. It was difficult even for
Japanese students to understand everything. But thanks to the explanation of the story, I could
understand what was happening. And I really enjoyed their performance, because their actions,
expressions and ways of speaking were so funny.

After that, Mr. Suzuki visited our school every week, and he taught how to perform kyogen. We
learned how to speak and how to walk. It was very difficult for us to say our lines while we were

walking, and DK X 7275 2 HT DT WS AR A2 02> 72) . We felt shy about speaking and

walking as Mr. Suzuki taught us, because it was not natural for us. We [ | again and
again. Then we began to enjoy performing kyogen, and we performed in front of all the students
of our school in November. I really felt I learned a traditional Japanese art, and I was very glad
to do that with my Japanese friends.

When I watched and practiced kyogen, I thought many times that the Japanese students and I
had the same feeling. When I felt it was funny, the Japanese students also laughed. When I was
surprised, they looked surprised, too. I thought we can feel the same way although we speak
different languages. We laugh when we see something funny. We cry when we see something
sad. I think it’s very important to understand how other people feel. And if we watch other
people’s expressions on their faces carefully, we can understand how they feel even without saying
or understanding words. Through learning kyogen, I noticed that people from different cultures
can share their feelings and understand each other.
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A feeling J&1#  carefully FEE< each other FBHWZ

(1) AXHhOTHMBDObuy) - @(write) 2 XLENOLEZXT, ZRLIIELWETET,

2 ARLXONENSLEZT, [ @ ] ITADKRbEYLYZ2LOIZEND, (T) ~ (1) 22D 1D,
(7) and so on (1) as you see (7) after a while (=) around the world

(3) AL O FHEB@OHI & L TR LEL R bDIXEND, (7)) ~ (1) nb 1O,
(7) the tenth month of the year (1) the season after summer and before winter

(7) the eighth month of the year (=) the season after winter and before summer

(@) AXHOTHREBOD [ JTHO (7)) ~ (W) &, XEPBLDEHICELLAE~NR, s THIT,

b=

(B) AXDONAENSEZT, [ ® NTAZRLEL 2O END, (7)) ~ (=) b 1OEN,
(77) because I spoke Japanese very well () because they spoke in old Japanese
(7) because I was interested in kyogen (=) because they didn’t know kyogen

6) ALHDOFHHADDO AAFELZIGEICTHEE, RO [ 7 1[4 NCALFEE 1FET 2FEIT,
it took along [ 7 ][ 1 ] speak in a loud voice

(7 KRXONENPGEZT, [® ] ICTADRbELLbOIXEND, (7)) ~ (=) 1D 1D~
(7") practiced (1) taught (7) heard (=) remembered

(8) XOWENHE 2T, WORMa), DIZKHTHEZXDOIPIELNSDILZ25 K51, [ 711411
AL bIEY R 1584, TRENALFNLHEH L TEIT,
(a) What made Judy interested in Japan?
ZK %D : The [ 7 ]that her father gave her.

(b) When did Judy watch kyogen for the first time?
& % D3 : She watched itin [ 1 ]

(9) KIXDOWNEE BT HbDITEND, (T7) ~ (=) b 1O,

(7) YaT 1%, STSESCIULDORLR D AARDAERFE L AL, BUEFMED LS Z LRZinoT,
() PaT741%, FTEEMEATIL, MFORENBIRIE LI DDIZL V) Z EIZR AV,
(V) Va7 1%, SERHFICHEECERTUE, BEVWOKKHEZIMET 22 LITH LW LK U,
() YaTF 4%, BENDPLRLITS, HTFOERELZ L ANUVEZDOADKFBLITDNL &l o7,

(10) KOKENE, V2T 4 M, ESEFLE L T NEBASACEVEFRO M TH D, Ko [ 7 1-
[ 4 NCAD R b#E Y72 1557, TRENARHNOHEH L TET,

Thank you very much for teaching kyogen to us at our school. I've been interested in Japan and its
culture for a long time. So I was very glad to have your class, and it was a lot of [ 7 ] to learn about
kyogen in your class.

I sometimes had a hard time, but I enjoyed performing kyogen with my Japanese friends. We could
share the same feeling although our cultures or languages are [ 7 1.
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