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Dear Tom,

Hello. We are very happy to hear that you are going to come to our school this winter. Our
town is in the east of Hokkaido. People from all over Japan visit our town to enjoy the beautiful
nature in every season. We have a lot of snow in winter, but many people come here for this
season. Do you know why? Our town is famous for Japanese cranes, tancho in Japanese.

We can see a lot of Japanese cranes in our town especially in winter. Today I am going to tell you
about Japanese cranes.

Cranes have been symbols of good luck and long life and are loved by the Japanese, but Japanese
cranes havea ( (D ) history. Japanese cranes lived all over Japan during the Edo period (1603-
1867), but the number of them got smaller during the Meiji period (1868-1912). In 1924, only
about ten Japanese cranes were found in Hokkaido.

Why did the number of Japanese cranes become so small? One of the reasons is this: Before
the Meiji period, they were in Hokkaido from spring to autumn, but in winter [ 1 ]. In the Meiji
period, [ 2 ] because of land development and they had to stay in Hokkaido in winter, so [ 3 1.
They had almost nothing to eat, and they didn’t eat the food people gave them, so many of them
lost their lives.

But in 1950 the people in our town had @wonderful news . One morning, some Japanese

cranes came to Yamazaki Sadajiro’s fields. He put some food there. Then they started to eat the
food. They ate the food given by a person!

The people in our town were surprised and felt happy to hear the news. They also wanted to
do something for Japanese cranes and began to put some food on their fields. In 1952, counting
the number of Japanese cranes was started in Hokkaido and the people in our town helped this

activity. In 1957, our school made a club to help Japanese cranes. In 1977, @The International

Crane Center was built on Mr. Yamazaki’s fields. Japanese cranes could eat food in winter there,
so they didn’t have to worry aboutit. There were only 33 Japanese cranes in 1952, but the number
has become larger: 200 in 1967, 320 in 1982, and more than 1,000 in 2006.

Last winter, some Japanese cranes came to our school grounds. They were so beautiful.
We hope that they will come to our school grounds this winter, too. I want to see them with you.
It will be very exciting. I hope to see you soon.

Your friend,

Kewn
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A they lost their homes in Honshu
B it was very difficult for them to find food in the snow

C they moved to Honshu because it was warmer and there was more food
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(1) Why do so many people come to Ken’s town in winter?

Because they want ( ) ( ) Japanese cranes.

(2) Has Ken ever seen any Japanese cranes on their school grounds?
( ), he ( ).
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7 Ken wrote about the members of his family in this letter.
- Japanese cranes were found only in Hokkaido during the Edo period.
7 The number of Japanese cranes became smaller in the Meiji period.

T Aclub to save Japanese cranes was made in Ken’s school in 1952.

7 Ken hopes that Tom can see some Japanese cranes on their school grounds.
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