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Every year at Christmas time in London, famous scientists give lectures for young people.

This is a kind of a science show and young people enjoy it. It started about 180 years ago and it
is called the Christmas Lectures.

Do you know about Michael Faraday? He was one of the famous scientists of the 19th century .
Even today, we use his ideas in our lives, for example, in *electric motors and generators. He was
one of the people who started the Christmas Lectures.

One winter day in 1860, a lot of people came to Faraday’s Christmas Lecture. This was his last
Christmas Lecture. He was 69 years old then and already very famous. The people thought that
he was going to show them something new, but Faraday just *took out a *candle and said, “This is
only a candle, but it can show us a lot about the *secrets of *nature.”

Faraday was bornin 1791. His family was *poor, so he had to start working at a bookshop when
he was 13 years old. He was lucky because the *shop owner was kind and he could read a lot of
books there. He became interested in science and even tried some *experiments in the books.
Doing experiments was exciting for him. He wanted to become a scientist, but did not know how.

One day, a man who often came to the shop gave him a *ticket for a famous scientist’s lecture
because he (know ) that Faraday was very interested in science. Faraday went to the lecture and
wrote down every word and all the experiments in his notebook. After this, he made a book about
the lecture, and sent it to the scientist with a letter. In the letter, he wrote that he really wanted
to study science. The scientist answered the letter and said, “If you want, you can work as my
*assistant.”

Faraday, now 69 years old, was remembering the exciting *feelings he had when he started
his own experiments. At the lecture, he wanted to *share those feelings with the young people
there. By doing a lot of interesting experiments, he showed what a candle was made from, how it
*burned and why. He showed that it was exciting to learn the secrets of nature in simple things
like a candle. The people enjoyed his lecture a lot.

The Christmas Lectures have *continued until today and Faraday’s *spirit still *lives on.
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(a) If someone is ( ), a lot of people know about him or her.
(b) If you study ( ), you will know a lot of things about nature. It is also one of the
subjects you study in junior high school.
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(a) Was Faraday born in 1860?

— ( ), he ( ).
(b) Who gave Faraday a ticket for a famous scientist’s lecture?
—( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) did.
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7 He wrote a letter to a famous scientist.
4 He started working at a bookshop.
7 He became interested in science.
T He gave his last Christmas Lecture.
74 He became a famous scientist.
7 He became an assistant for a famous scientist.
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7 The people were not happy because Faraday used a candle in the lecture.
4 Faraday started working at a bookshop because he didn’t want to go to school.
7 Faraday tried to learn about the secrets of nature only by reading books.
T The people who understood Faraday gave him chances to become a scientist.

74 At the lecture, Faraday wanted to show that studying science was very difficult.
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7 Faraday and his friends in London - Faraday, the person who made candles
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7 Faraday, his life and his message =~ = Faraday and his family in London
%4 Faraday and his bookshop in London
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I became interested in Michael Faraday. My teacher said, “There is a book which tells
us about his last Christmas Lecture.” QFMFIZEDAREZFATLZ L3H Y FH A, Solwould
like to read it. @F T H XEIZIT<HOH Y TH, I want to know about the

experiments he did at the lecture.
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